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* Register in education While manuals often collect dust, Muir and Melton say the CD can be completed in three
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& California lﬂttl‘.l"l_f "This information can be very dry when you're reading it," said Santa Ana fire Capt. Tim
Graber, who is helping market the Responder 911 program. "This software just livens it

!Vledia partners up. It puts us right there."
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+ myOC.com Former fire Chief Marc Martin gave Muir and Melton permission to create the product on
* KPCC their own time. They began the project in January 2001, but the work took on new
* KOCE urgency with the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks as they watched television in disbelief at their fire
station.

"When we saw the second plane, Jim and | knew we needed to continue and finish this,"
Muir said. "l said to him, "This could happen in our back yard.""

Muir and Melton were allowed to film department operations and equipment in exchange
for free copies of the program.

FEMA spokeswoman Barbara Ellis said Friday that the program has been forwarded to
the Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. Fire Administration.

So far Muir and Melton have focused on preparing their product for FEMA rather than
marketing the software, which is available on their Web site for $89.

Melton said more than half the nation's firefighters are volunteers often living in rural
areas that lack uniform, specialized training.

"We want to try to give them an edge because their life depends on it," Melton said.
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